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DETAILED ACTION 

Oath/Declaration 

1 . It does not identify the foreign application for patent or inventor's certificate on 
which priority is claimed pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .55, and any foreign application having a 
filing date before that of the application on which priority is claimed, by specifying the 
application number, country, day, month and year of its filing. 

*Note: The Applicant has claimed the foreign priority benefit, however benefit claimed 
date in the oath and declaration submitted on 8/31/2006 has wrong date (3/12/2005). 
Priority 

2. Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 9(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

3. Receipt is acknowledged of papers filed under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 9 (a)-(d) based on an 
application filed in Europe on March 17, 2004. Applicant has not complied with the 
requirements of 37 CFR 1 .63(c), since the oath, declaration or application data sheet 
does not acknowledge the filing of any foreign application. A new oath, declaration or 
application data sheet is required in the body of which the present application should be 
identified by application number and filing date. 

*Note: The Applicant has claimed the foreign priority benefit, however benefit claimed 
date in the oath and declaration submitted on 8/31/2006 has wrong date (3/12/2005). 
Election/Restrictions 

4. Applicant's election of the method claims 1-4, 6, 12, and 14 in the reply filed on 
January 7, 2008 is acknowledged. Because applicant did not distinctly and specifically 
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point out the supposed errors in the restriction requirement, the election has been 
treated as an election without traverse (MPEP § 818.03(a)). 

5. Claims 5, 7-11, 1 3, and 1 5-1 7 have been withdrawn from further consideration 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .142(b) as being drawn to a nonelected invention, there being no 
allowable generic or linking claim. Election was made without traverse in the reply filed 
on January 7, 2008. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

8. Claims 1 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
LESSARD (US 3,508,664) in view of the admitted prior art and in further view of 
MONFORT (US 3,389,037) optionally further taken with SHIH (2004/0079772). 
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With respect to claim 1 , LESSARD teaches that a base member 10 (hanger 
body) has a wire hook member 22 (clothes hanger hook) secured therein in any known 
manner for supporting the pant rack on a rod or the like in the known manner. The wire 
hook member 22 is secured at a point substantially aligned with the center of gravity of 
the composite structure of the base member 10 (figures 2 and 3; column 3, lines 17-24). 
Also, LESSARD discloses that the base member 10 is normally made of wood (column 
3, lines 39-41 ). Although the reference is silent as to the material of the wire hook 
member 10, one of ordinary skill in the art would have appreciated to provide the metal 
wire hook for the garment hanger. 

Note that in the admitted prior art teaches that the movement of a clothes hanger 
hook often leads to the fixing of the clothes hanger hook in a clothes hanger body 
coming loose (specification, p. 2, lines 6-8). This is clearly undesirable as suggested by 
the admitted prior art. One of ordinary skill in the art would have appreciated to 
recognize that the fixing of the wire hook member in the base member of a hanger of 
LESSARD also coming loose when using it over the period of the time. 

MONFORT teaches a method of sealing a seam between a piece of wood and 
another solid object involving the application to seam of a penetrating adhesive having a 
low viscosity material (abstract; column 1 , lines 11-19) wherein the adhesive formulation 
is used for refastening purposes. The penetrating action of the formulation will enable it 
to flow all around a fastening, subsequently providing a perfect fit between the fastening 
(metal) and the wood to which it is attached (column 6, lines 27-32). Also, by using this 
low viscosity material, the penetrating sealing adhesive will be drawn even through fine 
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hair-line openings (adhesive penetrates a gap) by means of capillary attraction. As a 
result, such composition can be applied to the joints of a pre-formed assembly of solid 
objects without first coating the elements of the assembly with the adhesive (column 2, 
lines 24-32). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious at the time of the Applicant's invention to 
one of ordinary skill in the art to fix or re-fix a clothes hanger when the fixing of the wire 
hook member in the base member coming loose over the period of the time as taught 
by LESSARD in view of the Admitted Prior Art with a method described above as taught 
by MONFORT at the joint between the wire hook member and the base member of 
LESSARD for refastening/ restoring purposes. 

With respect to claim 6, MONFORT teaches a method of sealing a seam 
between a piece of wood and another solid object involving the application to seam of a 
penetrating adhesive having a low viscosity material (abstract; column 1, lines 11-19) 
wherein the adhesive is a capillary flowable adhesive (column 2, lines 24-26; column 6, 
lines 23-25 and lines 29-32). 

Also, one reading LESSARD as a whole would have readily appreciated that the 
reference is not concerned with how the wire hook member is secured to the base 
member. To further support the contention that those skilled in the art would have 
employed the adhesive of MONTFORT in the operation of refixing the hanger of 
LESSARD the reference to SHIH is cited. It is known in a garment hanger art (p.1, 
paragraph 002) that a retainer 3 including a stem 30 (clothes hook having a stem) can 
be attached or fixed to the coupler 40 (hanger body) with adhesive materials for fixing 
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the retainer 3 to the coupler 40 as taught by SHIH (p. 2, paragraph 0032; figure 2). 
Thus, to use adhesive to repair a hanger would have been expected to have been 
performed. It would have been obvious at the time of the Applicant's invention to one 
of ordinary skill in the art to fix the wire hook member in the base member by using 
adhesive material as adhesive material was known for fixing a hook to a base as 
suggested by SHIH and as the reference to LESSARD clearly suggested any suitable 
means for connection wherein the fixed hook became disconnected and loose over 
time as suggested by Applicant's admitted prior art and wherein the refixing would 
have been performed with the low viscosity adhesive of MONTFORT. 
9. Claims 2-4, 12, and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over LESSARD (US 3,508,664), admitted prior art, and MONFORT (US 
3,389,037) optionally further taken with SHIH as applied to claiml above, and further in 
view of DEWITT (US 2003/0201 056).The prior art as applied above suggested the 
overall refixing operation but failed to expressly state that one would have applied the 
adhesive material with a pipette. It should be noted that the adhesive material applied in 
the operation suggested above was a low viscosity adhesive which had capillary action 
(good flow properties to fill the gap). 

DEWITT teaches a method for application of a low viscosity adhesive which is 
used for repair of furniture (abstract) wherein the adhesive 30 contained in the 
dispenser 10 having applicator tip 26 (figure 1; figure 3) being used to bond or assemble 
such things as wooden joints 42 of a chair 40, or other such articles made of wood, 
ceramic, metal, plastic and rubber, fabric, etc. The applicator 26 tip aids in the proper 
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application of the adhesive into the joint 42 (figure 7) (p.3, paragraphs 0039, 0043, and 
0045). 

Although, the reference is silent as to the dispenser 10 containing the adhesive 
material 30 is a pipette, it discloses that a desired amount of the contents in the 
dispenser 10 is discharged from the applicator tip 26 by squeezing the dispenser body 
62 and upon releasing the sides thereof, flow is instantly stopped and may even be 
retracted into the conical port member 64 form the applicator tip 26 (figure 1; figure 5; 
p.3, paragraph 0043). Additionally the end of the tip 26 was defined to be a capillary 
tube member 34. The capillary tube member 34 is a narrow tube through which the 
adhesive was dispensed which is essentially what applicant's pipette is. The function of 
the dispenser 10 is equivalent to the function of the pipette and is therefore, one of 
ordinary skill in the art would have appreciated to alternatively use the pipette as 
claimed. 

Also, one reading MONFORT as a whole would have readily appreciated that the 
reference is not concerned with what applicator is used when applying a low viscosity to 
the joint of a preformed assembly of solid objects. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious at the time of the Applicant's invention to 
one of ordinary skill in the art to fix or re-fix a clothes hanger when the fixing of the wire 
hook member in the base member coming loose over the period of the time as taught 
by LESSARD in view of the Admitted Prior Art with a method as taught by MONFORT 
via a dispenser having a applicator tip of DEWITT in order to discharge a desired 
amount of the contents in the dispenser accurately to a desired location. 
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With respect to claim 3, DEWITT further teaches a method wherein the dispenser 
10 having a applicator tip 26 is formed from a piece of polyethylene tubing or similar 
material, or similar material allowing for flexibility wherein the applicator tip end 34 
tapers into a flexible capillary tube (figure 3; p. 3, paragraph 0039). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious at the time of the Applicant's invention to 
one of ordinary skill in the art to fix or re-fix a clothes hanger when the fixing of the wire 
hook member in the base member coming loose over the period of the time as taught 
by LESSARD in view of the Admitted Prior Art with a method as taught by MONFORT 
via a dispenser having a flexible applicator tip capable of being bent into a desired 
configuration as taught by DEWITT (p.3, paragraph 0040) in order to facilitate the 
discharge of material to a desired location with accuracy wherein it was additionally 
known to apply adhesive to fix a hook component to a base as evidenced by SHIH. 

With respect to claims 4 and 1 2, DEWITT further teaches that the adhesive is 
expelled from the dispenser 1 0 having applicator tip 26 and applied to joints by tracing 
the joint lines thereof (p.3, paragraph 0045). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious at the time of the Applicant's invention to 
one of ordinary skill in the art to fix or re-fix a clothes hanger when the fixing of the wire 
hook member in the base member coming loose over the period of the time as taught 
by LESSARD in view of the Admitted Prior Art with a method as taught by MONFORT 
via a flexible applicator tip of a dispenser discharging the adhesive around the joint lines 
as taught by DEWITT which touches the wire hook member stem of LESSARD so that 
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the adhesive being applied to the joint line can be flowed through a gap in between the 
hanger hook and the body quickly leaving no indication of adhesive application. 

With respect to claim 14, MONFORT teaches a method of sealing a seam 
between a piece of wood and another solid object involving the application to seam of a 
penetrating adhesive having a low viscosity material (abstract; column 1, lines 11-19) 
wherein the adhesive is a capillary flowable adhesive (column 2, lines 24-26; column 6, 
lines 23-25 and lines 29-32). 

Conclusion 

1 0. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JAEYUN LEE whose telephone number is (571)270- 
51 14. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Friday 8am to 5pm est.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Crispino can be reached on 571-272-1226. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Jeff H. Aftergut/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 1791 

JL 

4/2/2008 



